Central Ave & Parsons Rd Improvements
Public Input

What We Heard!

At the first public meeting in June 2025, we heard about the need to address traffic congestion, improve safety, and enhance
bicycle and pedestrian connectivity. 110 total comments were received after that meeting. We appreciate the public's input on
these projects! Below is a summary of the comments we heard. These items have been incorporated into the updated design,
and will continue to inform the County's decisions as the projects progress.
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	Welcome!
	THE PURPOSE OF TODAY’S  PUBLIC MEETING IS TO:
	Update the public on key project components, including the project Purpose & Need, Preferred Alternative, and potential impacts.
	Share next steps in the project timeline and development process.
	Gather input on the updated project design.
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	Central Ave & Parsons Rd Improvements Project Overview
	Central Ave
	The Central Ave Project includes the widening of Central Ave from Orangeburg Rd to Parsons Rd.
	The purpose of this project is to reduce traffic congestion, improve safety, and provide bicycle and pedestrian accommodations.
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	Parsons Rd
	The Parsons Rd Project includes the widening of Parsons Rd from Central Ave to W Richardson Ave.
	The purpose of this project is to reduce traffic congestion, improve safety, and provide bicycle and pedestrian accommodations.
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	Central Ave & Parsons Rd Improvements Future Traffic
	Level of Service (LOS) is a rating system that uses letter grades to describe traffic operations. LOS ranges from A (free flow) to F (stop-and-go).
	Delay (seconds per vehicle) measures how long, on average, a vehicle is delayed at an intersection. More delay means longer wait times and slower travel; less delay means traffic moves more efficiently.
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	Central Ave & Parsons Rd Improvements Noise Evaluation Process
	Dorchester County is following the “South Carolina Department of Transportation (SCDOT) Traffic Noise Abatement Policy” and federal regulations under 23 CFR 722 to determine whether there are existing noise impacts at homes along the corridor, or if future noise impacts could occur when the proposed road construction is complete.
	CONSIDER Noise Reduction Measures
	IDENTIFY Noise Impacts
	MONITOR  Existing Conditions
	MODEL Noise Change
	Computer models for calculating existing (2023),  No-Build (2050) and Build (2050) conditions were created to compare all three scenarios
	Based on model results, Dorchester County identified existing and future noise impacts within the project corridor
	Dorchester County took field measurements within the project corridor to validate existing noise levels
	Dorchester County evaluated if it is reasonable and feasible to reduce noise levels for impacted properties
	What is a noise impact?
	What are the next steps for the  noise analysis?
	Noise Barriers These images are examples of what a proposed noise barrier could look like along the roadway.



	Right-of-Way Acquisition Process
	The right-of-way process will follow the Uniform Relocation Assistance and  Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970
	Property Inspection & Appraisal
	Agreement & Payment
	Relocation Assistance
	Initial Contact
	Written Offer
	Negotiation
	Dorchester County Right-of-Way representative contacts you to explain the project and how your property may be affected.
	A certified independent appraiser inspects the property to determine fair market value.
	A written offer of just compensation is provided to the property owner, based on an approved appraisal.
	Good faith negotiations to reach a voluntary agreement.
	Eligible owners and tenants may receive relocation assistance and advisory services.


	Dorchester County Traffic Safety Facts
	1,299 traffic fatalities in our region between 2014 and 2023
	2nd worst region  in South Carolina for traffic fatalities
	2nd worst region in South Carolina for pedestrian and bicyclist fatalities
	2nd worst region in South Carolina for total crashes
	5th worst region in South Carolina for bicyclist fatality rate
	3rd worst state in the U.S. for pedestrian fatality rate
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